
From left:  Brain Peters, Marlene Furo, Tom Meier, Doug Aziz, and Don Furo. 

Photo by Pam Stange 

At our inaugural Board of Directorõs meeting of 2009, Tom Meier advised us of a 

state mandated minimum 10% budget reduction which will effect operations at 

Mead and McMillan Wildlife Areas (MMWA) in many different ways. As Friendõs of 

the Mead/McMillan Association, Inc. we believe it is up to us to fill the void which 

will be created by the budget shortfall. Obviously, one of the ways we can do that 

is to continue providing funds to supplement the education program. For example, 

we will, for the second year in a row, donate $5,000 to pay the salary of an LTE to 

assist Pam Stange with educational programming in the coming months. It is worth 

mentioning here that all of the slots are already filled for the upcoming spring en-

vironmental education season.  
 

Another need we were apprised of is that MWA will lose one of the three vehicles 

presently in use there. The one that has been chosen is the Chevy Blazer which also 

happens to be the most efficient one to operate. It will be sent to an auction later 

this year, along with numerous other vehicles from around the state, to be sold to 

raise funds to offset the stateõs budget deficit and reduce ongoing state expendi-

tures. The question was raised by Tom as to whether the Friendõs would be willing 

to consider buying the vehicle in question or replacing it in kind. Fortunately, we 

have the funds to do that if it becomes necessary.  
 

Additional equipment needs have been identified which, at the time, were placed on 

a wish list for the Friendõs to consider based on the likelihood it would be difficult 

to procure them through the DNR operating budget; specifically, the ATV/Ranger 

replacement, a 15 passenger van, a wood splitter and surveillance camera(s).  
 

Also under discussion is another major fund raising campaign to underwrite the de-

velopment of a rainy day classroom to handle large groups of students when inclem-

ent weather forces them inside.  It would be combined with additional storage for 

the many items related to our environmental educational programming as it has be-

come apparent that our existing facility is not capable of meeting our needs under 

certain conditions.  
 

The bottom line is that continued high intensity fund raising will be required to en-

able us to fulfill our mission of assisting with wildlife, interpretive and management 

activities at the Mead & McMillan State Wildlife Areas. Members of the Friendõs 
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organization have always stepped -up when needed to help with fund raising either with monetary contributions of 

their own or with help staffing events organized to raise funds. We sincerely appreciate your past efforts and 

encourage your continued support of our fund raising efforts, for that aspect of our activity will play an even 

greater role in our support of MWA during the stressful economic times we currently find ourselves in.  

 

Because of the shortfall in funding described above, it will also be difficult to obtain funding for the LTE posi-

tions customarily employed to work in the field to accomplish  the myriad of activities required to keep the wild-

life areas both user friendly and in good working order. Accordingly, this represents another opportunity for 

member involvement in organized work days and/or special projects which, otherwise may not get done due to the 

priority of other work determined to be of greater importance by the staff.  
 

Under consideration is the establishment of a member contact system by which we would approach individual 

members by phone to solicit your help in accomplishing the tasks described above. Can we count on you to be there 

in this time of need and thereby insure the continued appeal and smooth functioning of the Mead -McMillan Wild-

life Areas?  
 

If you are interested in becoming more involved in the important work which will fall to FMMWA please call me at; 

715/693 -3491 (H) or 715/297 -2620 (C) or email az54455@yahoo.com and, I will take your contact information so 

you can be informed when we are planning to work on a specific project.   

We have been gearing up for spring, setting priorities and plans. Some of these plans include grassland manage-

ment work, invasive plant control, boundary posting, selection of new forest management areas (timber sales) and 

the completion of the ruffed grouse and timber management auto tour route. Because of our ownership on the Big 

Eau Pleine Reservoir and proximity to the flowage, we took over the responsibility of operating and maintaining 

the aerator for this system.  
 

We are being hit hard by the economic conditions as well; reduced budgets and no funds for acquisition. Many 

properties that we have desired to acquire are now for sale but we cannot pursue acquisition and may be lost for-

ever.  We also lost one of our vehicles due to state wide reduction of vehicles to save dollars.  
 

We are looking at changes to our waterfowl hunting approach in the future. New rules developed by waterfowl 

hunters that use the Mead will be voted on at the 2009 Spring Rule Hearings held in each county on April 13th at 

7:00 p.m.  These changes include: 1) no early goose season before regular opening of duck season on the Mead; 2) 

increasing the size of two refuges; 3. closing of duck season daily at 1 p.m. for first 16 days after opening day of 

season; 4) potential control of hunter numbers for the opening weekend only (managed hunt). If voted for ap-

proval, these rules will go into effect in 2010.  
 

All new donor tiles have been installed as well as repair of expansion cracks and affected tiles that resulted from 

initial construction.  
 

We are looking forward to celebrating our 50th anniversary of the Mead Wildlife Area with you all. Keep watching 

for updates for our August 29th celebration.  
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Mark Your Calendars!!  

Saturday August 29, 2009  

The Mead Will Be Celebrating  

Its 50 th  Anniversary!  
 

More information about the coming event will be  

in the next Wetland Gazette.  
 

For now, we would like people to bring us their photos of the Mead 

The fourth graders from Auburndale Ele-

mentary recently visited the Mead Wildlife 

Center for a day of winter fun and learning.  

The students started the day off with a 

bog walk discovering animal tracks, identi-

fying different types of trees and enjoying 

the crisp winter air.  After lunch, the kids 

were introduced to lumbering in Wisconsin 

using artifacts from the era and even rec-

reating a lumber camp dance!  Finally, the 

students strapped on a pair of snowshoes 

and trekked around the grounds finding 

signs of wildlife and identifying more animal 

tracks.  òSnowshoeing was cool,ó was heard 

by more than one student.  òIõm going to 

make my mom buy me a pair of snowshoes,ó 

was another common saying from the kids.  

The quiet bus ride home was enough to tell 

that the fourth graders enjoyed a day full 

of learning and exercise!   
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Fourth Grade class from Auburndale 

Photo by Ann Rozner 


