
From left:  Brain Peters, Marlene Furo, Tom Meier, Doug Aziz, and Don Furo. 
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At the recent Friends Board meeting, Tom Meier recognized three volun-

teers; Marlene Furo, Doug Aziz, and Don Furo for their outstanding hard 

work and dedication to the Mead Wildlife Area. Their names were added 

to the òAppreciation Plaqueó. This plaque is devoted to the recognition of 

organizations and individuals, from the private sectors that devote time 

and or monetary support to the wildlife area on a continuing, unselfish, and 

highly committed basis.  Currently four individuals and ten organizations 

are listed on the plaque. The òAppreciation Plaqueó is located in the main 

entryway of the Stanton W. Mead Education and Visitor Center.  
 

Tom had this to say about Marlene Furo: òMarlene is a dedicated retired 
teacher, who has continued her commitment to children through volunteer-
ing to our educational programming.  She teaches the Heritage session on a 
regular basis and does an excellent job with children she meets. She is a 
great Friend of the property and is highly respected by my fellow employ-
ees. Marlene occasionally provides wonderful desserts for the staff to 
munch on all day!ó 

Marlene Furo is a retired teacher who lives in Junction City with her hus-

band George and their dog Chester. She has been volunteering at the 

Mead since the Spring of 2006 when the new Center opened. Her main vol-

unteer position is as an Education Assistant, where she enjoys teaching 

the Heritage session but she willing helps out with the other sessions. 

Marlene also helps with cleaning the Center, and weeding the Butterfly and 

Native Prairie gardens.  

This is what she says about her favorite volunteer jobs, òI enjoy all of 
them. Each school group is different so sometimes it is a challenge to keep 
their attention. I also enjoy helping at the Neighborhood Picnic and the 
other Mead Fund Raisers events.ó   

Marlene recalls one of her most memorable volunteering experiences, 

òLast summer Pam and I did Orienteering with a group of home schooled 
students that were all different ages. The group I had including myself did 
not listen to the directions very carefully and we had a hard time finding 
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our ducks. Needless to say it was a learning experience for all of us.ó  

Marleneõs most favorite thing to do is to attend school events that her grandchildren are participating 

in. She also enjoys reading, sewing, trying out new recipes, Civil 

War history and gardening. Marlene, George, and Chester enjoy 

going up to Phillips and camping with their family on Soo Lake in 

the summer and fall. George does not like to travel, but they did 

go to Hawaii for their youngest daughterõs wedding and Marlene 

thought he was going to stay there. By herself, Marlene has trav-

eled to the eastern part of the US and visited many of the Civil 

War battlefields including Gettysburg. Five summers ago, she and 

her niece visited 13 National Parks in the Rocky Mountain States. 

Her most favorite trip was last fall when of all of her daughters, 

her daughter - in- law, and two of her grandchildren went to San 

Francisco and Yosemite. Another memorable trip was three years ago when with her sister, two nieces 

and a friend rented an RV in Fairbanks and toured Alaska for two weeks. Besides volunteering at the 

Mead, Marlene is the Clerk for the Town of Eau Pleine and a member of the Friends of Mead/McMillan.   

When recognizing Doug Aziz, Tom had this to say, òDoug is an individual who has become a respected 
and dedicated volunteer. Willing to take on any project, he is efficient and does excellent work. He is 
the leader of a pack of volunteers that have devoted almost every Wednesday for over the last two 
years to undertaking projects at the Mead. He is a dedicated and devoted Friend of the property and 
staff. He also cooks an occasional and outstanding wild game lunch for friends and staff.ó 

Doug Aziz lives in Mosinee with his wife Claire. They have been married for 42 years. They have two 

daughters; Nancy and Deborah and four granddaughters; Jordyn, Allie, Sydney, and Grace.  

Doug has been volunteering at the Mead for almost three years as a Wildlife Assistant. His favorite 

volunteer jobs are duck banding and waterfowl brood surveys. One of his most memorable volunteer ex-

periences was a recent encounter with a badger, òWhat a nasty creatureó he said. He also has had many 

memorable experiences during his monitoring of the Mead Wildlife Areaõs 56-mile bluebird trail, which 

consists of 30 boxes.  

Doug is an avid sportsman in which his favorite past times include 

waterfowl hunting, turkey hunting, fly tying and fishing, and skeet 

shooting. Doug is a member of the Friends of Mead/McMillan and 

has been serving on its Board since 2006. He also enjoys cruising, 

his most recent trip being to the Galapagos Islands, and jazz music.  

In describing Don Furo, Tom had this to say, òDonny is a person who 
has dedicated himself fully to all aspects of the Mead. He is a per-
son who I would have been surprised to see at our office 20 years 
ago. He is now a regular visitor to the property and a major volun-
teer. Donny works on items at the new Education and Visitor Center 
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as well as undertakes true wildlife habitat management projects. He is helpful and committed and a 
great friend. He cooks a mean lunch for permanent and part time staff every so often just to ensure 
we do not loose weight!ó 

Don Furo (Donny) lives to just 2 miles from the Mead Education Center with his significant other, Sally 

and his hounds. He considers himself a òJack of All Trades and a Master of Noneó. This is very evident 

in that he helps in all of the volunteer positions (Education, 

Wildlife Assistant, Grounds, Cleaner, and Greeter) that the 

Mead has to offer. He has been volunteering at the Mead for 

over three years and his favorite job is hauling the visiting 

school kids in the educational wagon.  

His most memorable experience happened during one of these 

wagon rides, after dropping the students off at Pool 2 to do 

their pond study, Don waits to pick them up at Little Birch dike. 

While waiting one time a black bear came right up to the wagon. 

òBetter than seeing a wolfó, he said. 

Donny is an avid outdoorsman, who enjoys all kinds of hunting 

such as deer, turkey, bobcat, cougar, coyote and anything he can 

chase with his hounds especially black bear. Don is also a mem-

ber many sportsmanõs clubs such as the Wisconsin Bear Hunters Association, Rocky Mountain Elk Asso-

ciation, Marshfield Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation, the NRA, Wilderness Sportsman 

Club, and Mill Creek Education and Gun Club. He is a member of the Friends of Mead/McMillan and has 

been serving on its Board since 2007. Donny has traveled many places to hunt, Alaska, Canada, New 

Mexico, Montana, South Dakota, Nebraska, Michigan and Oklahoma but his favorite was bear hunting in 

the Nicolet National Forest in Wisconsin. He and Sally have traveled for vacation to places such as Ha-

waii and most recently to the Alpine Countries of Europe. Donnyõs favorite type of music is country 

western especially Kenny Rogers and Dolly Parton.  

Visit The George W. Mead Wildlife Area Online  
 

http://meadwildlife.org/  
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